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Agricultural Weather Highlights - Wednesday - August 16, 2000
CC In the West, isolated showers and thunderstorms extend from the Four Corners region northeastward into

Wyoming, providing limited relief from extremely dry conditions.  Dozens of wildfires remain active, however, from
the Great Basin to the northern Rockies.

CC On the Plains, showers are developing across northern areas, slowing small-grain harvesting but easing soil
moisture shortages.  On the central and southern Plains, hot, dry weather is stressing pastures and hastening
summer crop maturation.

C In the Corn Belt, warm weather and generally adequate soil moisture levels are aiding filling corn and soybeans.

CC In the South, Tropical Depression Beryl dissipated last night over northeastern Mexico, although beneficial
showers continue across portions of the Rio Grande Valley.  Elsewhere in the region, hot, dry weather continues
to stress pastures and immature summer crops, including peanuts, soybeans, and cotton.

Outlook: Showers are forecast to return to the western Corn Belt later today, then overspread the remainder of the
Midwest by week’s end, maintaining favorable soil moisture.  Scattered showers are forecast to reach the Southeast
late in the week, but unfavorably hot, dry weather will persist across the south-central U.S.  In the West, significant
shower activity will remain confined to the Four Corners region, leaving much of the region with continuing irrigation
and wildfire concerns.

Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)


